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INTRODUCTION: 
THE ABIDING PRESENCE  

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
      
     Talk with most believers today in America and you will find that as you engage them 
about their faith, they speak little about the work and indwelling of the Holy Spirit in their 
lives. We give Him lip service, “Oh yes, the Holy Spirit!” as though He were an 
afterthought. But for far too many believers the Spirit’s personal, continual indwelling is 
not acknowledged and experienced. 
 
     And this explains, to a great degree I believe, why the church in America is weak and 
ineffective. Statistics reveal that most Christians live no differently than the ungodly 
society around them. How can it be when we have God’s Holy Spirit living within us? 
Something is wrong. 
 
     God’s Word assures us that when we repent and place our trust in Jesus Christ; at that 
point we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:16 says: “So I say, live by the Spirit, 
and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” Therefore, if Christians are 
“gratifying the desires of the sinful nature,” and living no differently than the world, we can 
know that the Spirit of God is not in control of their lives.  
 
     What has happened? Where is the breakdown in the church today? Certainly part of it is 
due to a determination to satisfy self. We get caught up in the waves of our culture which 
applaud the indulging of fleshly desires and the “surf-board” of our own fleshly desires 
propels us along on those waves, until we crash! But I also believe that part of the 
breakdown is due to lack of understanding of the Spirit’s indwelling presence and His 
ministry in our lives. 
 
Christians Have a Vague Idea of the Work of the Holy Spirit 
     Many Christians have only a vague idea of what the Holy Spirit is to do. We have 
recognized that it is the Holy Spirit who convicts of sin and leads us to repentance and faith 
in Jesus Christ. And we may have been taught that when we came to faith in Christ, we 
received His Holy Spirit, but that teaching, largely, has been academic and not experiential.  
After that, our understanding of the Spirit and His ministry in our lives has been vague.  
 
     I fear that we, the church, have not comprehended and embraced the reality of this 
“stream of living water” flowing from within us. When we as believers, do not honor the 
Holy Spirit in our midst, who is the Life of the church, we will then begin to look for other 
things to “liven” up the church and make it relevant. Titillating programs, dynamic pastors, 
talented musicians and impressive media all take the place of the Holy Spirit!   
 
We Have Done Injustice to the Work of the Spirit 
     The church has its’ heritage in the Holy Spirit, but we have done a grave injustice to His 
work in our midst today. On the one hand there are those evangelicals who have been 
greatly in error; they have neglected the Holy Spirit and quenched His lordship and 
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ministry within the church. This is, perhaps in part, due to an over-emphasis on correct 
doctrine minus personal experience and in part, due to a reaction to the extremists on the 
opposite end of the pendulum. 
 
     And that leads us to the second group, that is, those who have placed undue focus on the 
more dramatic gifts of the Holy Spirit, especially tongues, and failed to see the essential 
purpose of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.  
 
     God has given each of us the wonderful gift of His own Spirit to live within us and to 
help us, but we have allowed fanatical and erroneous teaching to scare us away from Him. I 
like the illustration that A.W. Tozer gives: 
 

I remember as a young fellow on the farm in Pennsylvania, when a field of corn 
was planted and they wanted to save the field from the crows, they would shoot 
a crow and hang him by his feet in the middle of the cornfield. The point was 
this, this is a good field of corn but you see what happens to crows that come 
into this cornfield! That was supposed to scare off all the crows for miles 
around. They were supposed to hold a conference and say, “Look, there’s a 
field of new planted corn, but don’t go near it; I saw a dead crow other there.” 

 
That is exactly what Satan has done. He has taken some fanatical, weird, wild-
eyed Christian that does things that he should not do, and he has hung him up in 
the middle of God’s cornfield. Then he says, “Now, don’t you go near that 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit, because if you do, you will be acting like him.”1 

 
     Whatever the reason, whether it be fear, legalism, or overemphasis on certain gifts, to 
ignore the Holy Spirit, who is part of the Trinity, and whom God has given, is deadly for 
the Church. 
 
     In this study we will delve into the personality and work of the Holy Spirit and I pray 
that together, we will embrace, to a greater degree, His loving ministry to us. Still there will 
be much that is simply beyond our understanding; that which we must take by faith.  
 
     The following is a brief synopsis of our study.  
 
Who is the Holy Spirit? 
     In this study we will look at the Spirit as part of the Holy Trinity. The Bible teaches that 
God is triune. “The doctrine of the Trinity is that God is one being who exists eternally in 
three persons: Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.”2 “He [the Holy Spirit] is indivisible from 
the Father and the Son. In addition, He is all God and exercises all the rights of God, and 
He merits all worship, all love and all obedience.”3  The Holy Spirit is equal in deity and in 
attributes with God the Father and God the Son. 
 
     Some people fear the Holy Spirit because they think He will cause them to do strange 
things. But we should not fear Him. The beautiful thing about the Holy Spirit is that, being 
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the Spirit of Jesus, you will find Him exactly like Jesus! All that the Spirit does brings 
glory to Jesus (John 16:14), and all that Jesus does brings glory to the Father (John 17:4). 
      
     That is one of those mysteries we can’t understand. How can the Holy Spirit be a unique 
personality and yet be the Spirit of Jesus and the Spirit of God? Tim Keller says this, “The 
doctrine of the Trinity overloads our mental circuits. Despite its cognitive difficulty, 
however, this astonishing, dynamic conception of the triune God is bristling with profound, 
wonderful, life-shaping, world-changing implications.”4 
 
The Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ 
     It may surprise you to learn the significant role that the Holy Spirit had in Jesus’ life and 
earthly ministry. Jesus Christ was filled with the Holy Spirit and accomplished His ministry 
on earth in the power of the Spirit. 
 
     We see the Holy Spirit’s power at Jesus’ conception (Luke 1:35), baptism (Luke 3:22), 
temptation (Luke 4:1), earthly ministry (Luke 4:18), and resurrection (Romans 1:4). At the 
beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, He stood up in the synagogue and read a passage from 
Isaiah. He said, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor.”5 He was making a declaration about the meaning of the Holy 
Spirit’s ministry in His earthly life.   
 
     What implication does this have for believers today? If Jesus Christ lived a sinless life 
and accomplished His life’s work in the power of the Holy Spirit, how much more are we 
dependent upon Him. God sent His Holy Spirit to dwell within each believer and to 
empower us, but many believers are either unaware of this fact or have tried to go it on 
their own. 
 
     Just as the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus for His earthly ministry, so He will empower 
us. We can’t see the Holy Spirit, but we can see the results of His work in our lives and in 
the world today. Concerning the power of the Holy Spirit, Charles Stanley says this: 
“Power is not something that can be seen. Power is something that is applied. After 
properly applying power to a situation, one can see the results of power, yet the power 
itself remains as illusive as ever.”6   
 
     And so it is with the Holy Spirit. His power within is available to us, but we must apply 
that power to our daily lives. Take the example of electricity. All of us have electrical 
power coming into our homes, but it will be of no value to us unless we apply it: that is, 
turn on the lights, the fans and the appliances. You are the “house” or the “temple” of the 
Holy Spirit and within you is the power necessary to face whatever life throws your way as 
you allow Him to express His life and power through you. 
 
The Holy Spirit Comes to Abide 
     When God makes a promise, history has proven that He will keep it. You can count on 
the promises of God! And one of the most wonderful promises God made to man was that 
He would send His own Spirit to abide with all those who place their trust in Him. In the 
Old Testament, “God came upon men, working on them in special times and ways.” But 
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today, we are living in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. On that momentous day of 
Pentecost, God sent His own Spirit to earth to abide, or live with believers until He brings 
us home. 
 
The Holy Spirit: The Believer’s Number One Helper 
     There is a divine and miraculous work of the Holy Spirit in the individual’s heart. His 
work in our lives is like the wind described in the book of John: we can’t direct Him, and 
can’t tell where He is going or what He will be doing. But, just as the effects of the wind 
can be seen, so the effects of the Holy Spirit’s work can be seen in the life of one who 
yields to Him. Nothing else is comparable to the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives and no one 
or nothing can duplicate the work He wants to do in us. 
 
     He gives the believer assurance of salvation; He is our seal, or “engagement ring,” with 
the promise of wonderful things to come; He is our Number One Teacher; He enables us to 
witness to God’s grace in our lives; intercedes for us in prayer; and reveals the truth to us. 
 
Walk By the Spirit 
     Walking by the Spirit is a life of working in harmony with Him. It is a relationship 
wherein two work as one. It is walking by the Spirit that you will win the battle over the 
flesh. The Spirit and the flesh are in conflict. The greatest battle you will ever have to fight 
as a Christian, and the thing that will hinder your walk with the Spirit more than anything, 
is the desire of the flesh. 
 
The Holy Spirit Produces Godly Character 
     An old adage says, “God meets us where we are but does not leave us where we are.” 
God’s plan for you as His child is that you will become more Christ-like in character. He 
didn’t redeem you to remain as you are, but to be holy and to reflect His holy character to 
those around you. True godly character is the fruit of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit produces 
the fruit in the believer, and the believer is the branch which bears the fruit. 
 
The Fruit of the Spirit 
     Jesus suggests that one way to discern a plant’s pedigree is to examine its fruit. If the 
Spirit of Christ genuinely animates the church, then it should be bearing the fruit of that 
Spirit. If some other spirit animates it, then we would expect it to be bearing different fruit. 
Therefore, one of the critical questions we need to address to the contemporary church is 
not simply “Is it bearing fruit?” Rather, we need also to ask the more pointed question “Is 
the fruit that the church is bearing, the fruit of the Spirit.”7   
 
     And of course the church is composed of you, me and our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
One of the reasons we are placing such emphasis on the fruit of the Spirit in these lessons is 
to cause us to ask, “Are we bearing His fruit?” Just as it is normal for a vine to bear fruit, so 
it is the normal Christian life for a Christian to bear the fruit of the Spirit.  
 
The Holy Spirit in the Church: The Gifts (Lessons #8-9) 
     The Bible teaches that all who place their trust in Christ are one living organism. Paul 
likens this living organism to a human body: one body, with many parts, functioning as a 
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whole. “The body parts are not more fundamental than the body as a whole any more than 
the body is more fundamental than its parts. You cannot have one without the other; they 
mutually constitute each other.”8  
 
     We talked about the fact that if the Spirit of Christ is allowed to work in the lives of 
individuals and in the corporate body, He will produce godly fruit. And another of the most 
amazing things that God does through His Holy Spirit is to equip the church to accomplish 
His purposes here on earth by giving us what He calls, “spiritual gifts.” We will learn about 
spiritual gifts and how you may identify your gift.  
 
The Holy Spirit as Guide 
     Each day of our lives is filled with decisions: big decisions and daily decisions. There 
are commands, principles, precedents, and promises in Scripture to guide us, but many of 
our decisions concern issues that are not clearly spelled out in God’s Word. God has so 
graciously and generously given us His own Holy Spirit to guide us in all matters of life: 
not to control us and not to force us, but to guide us.   
      
     However, we often miss out on the blessing of His guidance because we are not 
sensitive and open to His leading and the manner in which He leads us. And many times 
we are robbed of His guidance because we pull away from Him and sin severs our 
fellowship. We grieve the Holy Spirit through our sin and indifference and quench His 
good work in our lives.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Search the Scriptures 
       In studying the Holy Spirit, I realize that even among the most sincere Christians there 
is a difference of opinion regarding what the Bible teaches about truth and experience. Yes, 
I have formed questions which reflect what I feel God has revealed to me and what I 
understand to be truth. However, through much prayer and careful study I have earnestly 
tried not to impose any preconceived ideas I might have had on this topic. If there is 
anything in my teaching that is contrary to God’s Word, then please search out and believe 
God’s Word. But, I implore you, don’t try and make your pet doctrine agree with the Bible, 
and don’t ignore the vital truths and experience concerning the Holy Spirit. 
 
Precious Gift of Love from the Father 
     The gift of the Holy Spirit is the most precious gift of love that the Father and Son have 
given to us in this age! He is within you as a Personal Power, with a will and a purpose of 
His own. As you yield your personality to Him, you won’t lose it, but will find it renewed 
and strengthened to its highest capacity.”9  
      
     Even though each believer receives the gift of the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation, 
for some, it may be years later when they realize that they have not acknowledged His 
Presence or work in their lives.  For some it is a crisis experience. They go through a time 
of struggle and emptiness and recognize that, while they love Jesus, there is something 
missing.  Then, during that time of struggle, they surrender to the control of the Holy Spirit 
and find the joy and blessing of His Presence in their lives. There is a tendency on the part 
of some to label this experience. Some call it the second blessing and others may call it the 
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baptism of the Holy Spirit. But the Bible doesn’t label that experience and we should not 
either. Labeling that experience leads to the “haves” and the “have nots” and jealousy and 
resentment results.  
 
     For all of us it is continual growth in yielding to the Holy Spirit throughout our lives.  
The Holy Spirit is a personality, and as such, He can never fully be known in one 
encounter. He comes to live within you at the time you place your trust in Jesus Christ, but 
that is only the beginning. He can be known in increasing degrees of intimacy, and that 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit can be yours, if you desire.10 The Bible does not say that 
the sign of a Spirit-filled believer is a particular experience, but of bearing fruit.  
 
Personal Testimony 
     I feel I would be remiss if I did not share my own personal testimony. I too am growing 
in my knowledge and awareness of the Holy Spirit and it was my deep desire to know His 
fullness in my life to a greater degree that led me to write this study. I felt as though I was 
impelled to do this study and I have been greatly rewarded! 
      
     I love the Lord and His Word; I love fellowship with God’s people and have a heart for 
missions. However, I didn’t realize it, but there was something of a shadow cast upon my 
heart. Perhaps that shadow was my own ego standing guard, fearful of what might happen 
if I fully yielded to the Spirit. I feel that to a degree I have ignored the Holy Spirit and 
quenched His work in my life. I believe that was due, in part, to ignorance and fear of what 
others might think. But through the study of this vital topic, the Holy Spirit has illumined 
my heart and that shadow has fled! As I have prayed and studied and meditated on the 
Person and ministry of the Holy Spirit in my life, I have become increasingly humbled and 
amazed that the Spirit of the Living God would choose to abide in me!  
 
    I would count it an unspeakable privilege if the Lord would use this study of His Holy 
Spirit to help you to understand the joy that can be yours as you understand and embrace 
this wonderful blessing of the Spirit of God dwelling within you! 
 
Reatha Saylor 
August, 2008. 
Updated: January, 2020. 
Ft. Collins, CO. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Questions for Introduction: 
 
1. If you are a believer, the Holy Spirit lives within you. Have you been aware of the 
Presence of the Holy Spirit in your life? If so, how? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you think, that to a degree, you have ignored the Holy Spirit because you didn’t quite 
understand where He fit into the scheme of things? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you have any fears concerning yielding your life fully to the Holy Spirit? If you do, 
what do you fear might happen if you yielded more fully to Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


